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An Unprecedented Year. 

The year 1908 has been unusually full of events 
expressive of the remarkable progress which the 
cause of peace is now making and the powerful hold 
which it has on the world. In no twelvemonth that 
we remember have the evidences been so numerous 
of the growing prevalence of a new spirit among the 
nations — the spirit of justice, of respect for others, 
of friendliness, of helpfulness and cooperation, of 
patience and forbearance, of reliance on reason and 
moral force. Much of what has taken place in this 
field has evinced a sincere love of peace and a de- 
votion to the principles and policies on which peace, 
if it is to stand, must rest. Other years have per- 
haps had greater single events, as the Hague Con- 
ference of 1907, but the year just completed was 
constantly surprising us with the unexpected in the 
direction of regard for peace, and the determination 
to preserve and strengthen it. 

Among the European occurrences of this order the 
most prominent were : the establishment by the Brit- 
ish Chancellor of the Exchequer of the Hospitality 
Fund, for the official entertainment of foreign dele- 
gations; the visit to England of the one hundred 
and forty German clergymen, and other similar in- 



ternational visits ; the revolution in Turkey accom- 
plished without violence and the shedding of blood ; 
the reception of the seventeenth International Peace 
Congress by King Edward and the British govern- 
ment; the reception of the Interparliamentary Con- 
ference by the German government in the Reichstag 
building; the meeting of the International Law 
Association at Budapest under the auspices of the 
Hungarian government; the Casablanca arbitration 
between France and Germany ; the meeting of the 
International Institute of Agriculture at Rome and 
that of the Maritime Conference in London. 

Of these events all but two or three were out of 
the ordinary. The establishment of the British Hos- 
pitality Fund was the first attempt of one of the 
great powers to promote, in a regular and permanent 
way, international good feeling and harmony. Private 
generosity had already done something in this direc- 
tion and there had been single examples of the exhibi- 
tion of the same spirit on a national scale, as when 
our Congress in 1904 devoted $50,000 to the enter- 
tainment of the Interparliamentary Union. But the 
action of Mr. Lloyd-George in creating this fund 
was the opening of a new era in the progress of good 
understanding and friendship among the peoples. 
The reception of a deputation of the Peace Congress 
by the King and Queen of England and the enter- 
tainment of the Congress at a great banquet by the 
government, with the Prime Minister as the chief 
speaker, was also a new and vastly significant move 
in government approval and support of the essential 
aims of the cause of international goodwill and peace. 
The same may be said of the reception of the In- 
terparliamentary Union in the Reichstag by the Ger- 
man Imperial Chancellor, a new and very advanced 
thing certainly, for Germany. In some respects the 
most significant of all these European peace occur- 
rences was the agreement to submit the Casablanca 
affair to the arbitration of the Hague Court, — for 
this was between Germany and France, the two na- 
tions which have been held to offer the most in- 
vincible obstacles to permanent European peace. 
When Germany and France begin to walk the ways 
of arbitration and conciliation together, Europe will 
be redeemed, — and for that civilization has too long 
waited. To the supreme significance, for the cause of 
justice and peace throughout the world, of the ex- 
traordinary pacific revolution in Turkey, no words 
need be given in this summary, as the subject has 
been so recently fully discussed in our columns. 



